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aad oe Today black snow falls. The spiritual mercury in many schools and churches 
= eo sinks low. Critical Philistines of transcendent cleverness submit the warm 
Ed. oes wonder of Christianity to cold and merciless analysis. Faith’s wings are clipped 


by Reason’s scissors — creating tragedy worse than when Samson was shorn by 


Delilah’s shears. 


Fat deformities would, if they could, force us to substitute for Christianity’s 


zine ee vital bread a chunk of cloud bank buttered with the night wind. Intellectuals, 
— oe : unaware of the rattle of the dry bones of their conceit, whose minds have a su- 
von . : perficial mental illumination that lacks the urge of sacrificial passion, have 
er’s Soe sought to bring about an intellectual recoil against any emotional expression 
3 to . = whatever. Spiritual latitudes are as wide as the Sahara desert and corresponding- 


that ee ly dry. 
that ee 
aS The Bible is summoned to appear at the bar of human reason — as Liberals 
sble os whack at the supernatural, going nowhere so fast they arrive out of breath, 
a talking more and more of less and less. And some churches, victims of lethargy 
and lack of red-blooded convictions, have become “drifting sepulchres, manned 
by frozen crews,” while many Christians, living in luxury, are like flowers frost- 


fave bitten, like citrus groves frozen into practical worthlessness. 

rely —Robert G. Lee 
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We have just read in The Christian 
Teacher that the difference between 
a Christian school and a secular school 
may be detected in the elementary 
ABC’s. Each uses the same letters, 
but the combination comes out dif- 
ferently. The secular school teaches 
the child to put the alphabet together 
like this: DOG. The Christian school 
teaches him to put it together like 
this: GOD. 





After January 20 all the heads of 
state in the New World will be Roman 
Catholic, so far as we can determine. 
We suspect that the average American 
does not believe that a nation’s religion 
or lack of it has any bearing on its 
hope of prosperity and success. Mean- 
while we must not forget the Apostle’s 
injunction, written in times when gov- 
ernment was more arbitrary and dic- 
tatorial than any we will know short 
of war or revolution: “I exhort that 

. supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all’ godli- 
ness and honesty.” (I Tim. 2:1-2). 





On the other hand, we are inclined 
to disbelieve, as possibly premature, a 
report from New Orleans that hence- 
forth Baptists will be required to 
move to the back of the bus. 





The National Council’s Department 
of Worship and the Arts reports that 
both modern music and the dance are 
taking their place in worship services. 
A consultation on the dance was held 
Nov. 16 at the Interchurch Center in 
New York. Professional dancers and 
churchmen interested in the dance as 
an expression of worship took part. 
Somehow we are not quite sure that 
this is what David had in mind when 
he danced before the Ark. 





The Lord provides, but not neces- 
sarily in the style to which you would 
like to be accustomed. 
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KOREA — In a colorful ceremony 
held October 25 in the newly com- 
pleted library, Taejon Presbyterian 
College dedicated its main academic 
building to the late Dr. William A. 
Linton, first president of the college, 
and installed the Rev. John E. Tal- 
mage as the new president. MHigh- 
lights of the ceremony included an aca- 
demic procession and special music by 
the college choir. 


Dr. M. S. Kim, vice-chancellor of 
Yonsei University in Seoul, delivered 
the main address, in which he ex- 
pressed appreciation for the role of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church in 
educational work in Korea, and paid 
tribute to both Dr. Linton and Mr. 
Talmage. The official representative 
of the Ministry of Education of the 
Republic of Korea brought greetings, 
and praised the college for the progress 
it has made in such a short time. 


TPC is dedicated to the training of 
Christian young people for leadership 
in the Church and in society and ad- 
mits only baptized Christian students. 
It is only in its second year since it 
was accredited by the Korean govern- 
ment as a four year liberal arts col- 
lege, and is looking forward to grad- 
uating its first class in 1963. The 
fifty sophomores and forty freshmen 
include seventeen young women and 
come from a wide group of high schools 
throughout south-west Korea, with 
some from other parts of the country. 


Support for the operation of the 
college and for its building program 
is provided by the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. through its Korea Mission. Five 
missionaries are now on the college 
staff, two are on regular furlough, 
and three are engaged in language 
study in Seoul in preparation for their 
work here. 


—Rev. Keith R. Crim 








Preaches at 100 


HILLSBORO, Tex. (RNS)—One- 
hundred-year-old Dr. J. W. W. 
Shuler marked the start of his sec- 
ond century of life doing what he’s 
done the greater part of that life: 
preaching a sermon. 


The centenarian Methodist min- 
ister, who retired 25 years ago but 
preaches regularly at churches 
throughout this section, conducted 
morning services in First Methodist 
church here. He spoke without 
notes and without a public address 
system. 











‘Collectivist’ Trend 
In Churches Flayed 


CHICAGO (RNS)—A Los Angeles 
minister urged businessmen to help 
reverse what he called a “collectivist” 
trend in United States churches and 
schools. 


The Rev. James W. Fifield, Jr., 
minister of the First Congregational 
church of Los Angeles, accused this 
country’s religious and academic lead- 
ers of helping the trend. 


The “collectivist answer” is being 
given in our educational system and 
in “70 per cent of the pulpits of our 
country,” he warned members of the 
Chicago Rotary Club. 


He specifically criticized the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and de- 
nominational leaders for “sponsoring 
social legislation in the belief they 
can create the Kingdom of God.” He 
asserted that a movement among 
Roman Catholics also is advocating 
“more political’ activity. 


“It’s going to be quite a job to 
straighten out the churches of this 
country,” he said. He suggested that 
the way to reverse the collectivist 
trend is for each person to “straighten 
out” himself spiritually, then his home 
and church, and finally enter the 
political arena. 





What the present generation is look- 
ing for is a tabloid Bible. 
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—Bars ‘Intellectual Dishonesty’ 


Confession Overhaul 
Called for by Scots 


EDINBURGH — In a series of 
speeches which The Scotsman of Edin- 
burgh called “shock speeches,” com- 
missioners to the recent 400th Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land were confronted with demands 
that the Church “mould itself to the 
present age,” re-writing its Confession. 


Frankly doubting that any large 
number of Assembly commissioners 
would “stand up to almost everything 
in the Confession,” Dr. Nevile David- 
son, minister of Glasgow Cathedral 
confessed to “a sense of uneasiness 
and intellectual dishonesty in the fact 
of the standards of the Westminster 
Confession being proclaimed as the 
standards of the Church of Scotland 
in the twentieth century.” Suggest- 
ing a new Assembly of Divines, he 
asked, “Are we really content to re- 
main in this vague and ambiguous 
position of general adherence to a 
seventeenth-century document?” 


Supporting the position of Dr. Da- 
vidson, Brigadier Bernard Fergusson 
said, “We try too hard to mould the 
age to the Church. We should try 
to mould the Church to the age.” 


The debate occurred in connection 
with the adoption of an 11-point 
“Message of the Scottish Reforma- 
tion.” (See Editorial, “What Price 
Change?”, p. 10.) 





Drys Win State Vote 


SEATTLE — (RNS) — Washing- 
ton voters in the November elections 
defeated an initiative which would 
have legalized the sale of hard liquor 
in taverns. The measure was losing 
by more than 2 to 1 with most of 
the vote accounted for. 


The Washington State Tavern own- 
ers Association was hopeful the initia- 
tive would become state law despite 
the opposition of religious and tem- 
perance organizations and some restau- 
rant operators. 





Chicago Gives Permit 
For Graham Crusade 


CHICAGO (RNS) Evangelist 
Billy Graham has received permission 
to hold a crusade in Soldier Field— 
in the city he says has “the worst 
reputation” in the world. 


He will come here in the spring of 
1962. A permit for the event was 
issued by the Chicago Park District 
board to the Laymen’s Executive Com- 
mittee for the period from May 20 
to June 17. 


But no funds will be collected in 
the Stadium, nor will circulars be 
distributed calling for mailed dona- 
tions, in accordance with Park District 
ordinances. 


The Chicago Park District, which 
owns the field, agreed to waive the 
usual $750-a-day rental. But spon- 
sors will be required to pay for 
maintenance and lighting of the huge 
stadium. 


H. J. Taylor, chairman of the Lay- 
men’s Sponsoring Committee of the 
Greater Chicago Billy Graham Cru- 
sade, estimated that nightly cleanup, 
lighting and other maintenance costs 
during the month will total $18,000. 
He said the money will be raised in 
a campaign among _ individuals, 
churches and organizations prior to 
the crusade. 





‘Don’t Shop Sunday’ 
Drive Is Launched 


GARY, Ind. (RNS) — Repre- 
sentatives of churches, merchant 
groups, labor organizations and fra- 
ternal societies have launched a cam- 
paign to keep supermarkets and other 
business places in Lake County from 
opening on Sunday. 


Strong support for the “Don’t Shop 
on Sunday!” project has come from 
the Fellowship of Gary Ministers, the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Gary, the 
Association of Catholic Trade Union- 
ists and the Lake County Central 
Labor Union. 


The clergy drive among church- 
goers was intended to spread the idea 
Sunday should be reserved as a day 
for divine worship, for rest, spiritual 
renewal, and for recreation—unmarred 
by the “commercialism of the market 
place.” Officials of the campaign 
asserted that they are not opposed in 
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principle to certain “essential” busi- 
nesses being open on Sundays. Such 
establishments include small grocery 
stores, pharmacies, service stations, 
newsstands and restaurants. 





Brethren Urge Caution 
On Publicity Gimmicks 


DAYTON, O.—(RNS)—tThe Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church's 
Council of Administration, in a for- 
mal statement here, warned that the 
“Kingdom of God will not be realized 
through advertising and publicity gim- 
micks originating on Madison Avenue.” 


“When our concern is souls rather 
than soap our motives must be vastly 
deeper and our methods and materials 
more selective,” declared the state- 
ment adopted at the council’s annual 
meeting. While noting that modern 
means of communication and public 
relations have “great worth” to the 


Church, the council cautioned that 
these must be used “with care and 
wisdom.” 


“The motive of the Church basic- 
ally,” the statement continued, “‘is not 
to promote programs and activities or 
to get the Church mentioned a 
certain number of times in newspapers 
or on the air. 


“The Church’s basic purpose in this 
disturbed and anxious period of human 
history is to reach men for Christ, 
to help them to grow in the Christian 
life and to enable the transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit to be re- 
leased through the Church into our 
present-day social order.” 





Primly Pry Open 
CAPETOWN, So. Africa — (RNS) 
- Islanders on desolate Tristan da 
Cunha off the South African coast 
cheered lustily when the British re- 
search ship Shackleton landed a new 
organ on the island in a choppy sea. 


The organ is a gift of Queen Eliza- 
beth III for the Anglican church on 
the island. It replaces a worn-out 
organ that was donated by Queen 
Mary in 1928. The first organ sent 
to Tristan da Cunha in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s name was accidentally dropped 


in the ocean during unloading opera- 
tions. 


To guard against a similar mishap, 
the organ was wrapped in a waterproof 
zine container. Instructions on the 
container read: “Don’t use can-opener 
to open.” 


' NOVEMBER 30. 


Reformed Church Men ! 
Challenged To Witness 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—(RNS)— 
Some 1,000 laymen of the Reformed 
Church in America, attending their an- 
nual meeting here, heard a strong plea 
for a more “virile’’ Christian witness 
in every day life. 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, executive editor 
of Christianity Today, a Protestant 
fortnightly published in Washington, 
D. C., told the delegates that laymen 
too often have failed in their primary 
Christian duty of helping the Christian 
Church proclaim her message. 


A similar plea was made by Dr. 
Paul Moser, executive secretary of the 
United Presbyterian Church Men, who 
stressed that the Church “today, as 
always, depends upon the strength of 


its men.” He said that “Christ, in 
His call to men, makes Himself de- 
pendent upon their voluntary re- 
sponse.” 


During their three-day sessions, the 
laymen discussed such themes as 
Church-State relationships, the role of 
the laity in the Church, Christian re- 
sponsibility in the world today and 
‘what we owe to our government.” 





Sub-themes Announced 


For 61 WCC Assembly 


GENEVA (RNS) The World 
Council of Churches here announced 
that “Witness,” “Service,” and 
“Unity” will be the sub-themes of its 
Third Assembly at New Delhi, India, 
Nov. 18-Dec. 6, 1961. The assembly’s 
main theme is: “Jesus Christ —— the 
Light of the World.” 


Participants at the New Delhi meet- 
ing will be limited to about 1,000 of 
whom 625 will be officially appointed 
delegates of the WCC’s 178 member 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and 
Old Catholic Churches in more than 
50 countries. 


The remainder of the participants 
will include invited advisers, youth 
leaders, fraternal delegates from na- 
tional Christian bodies, observers and 
special guests. Among the observers 
will be representatives of the Roman 


Catholic and Russian Orthodox 
Churches. 
Previous assemblies were held in 


Evanston, Ill., in 1954 and at Amster- 
dam, the Netherlands, where the WCC 
was constituted officially in 1948. 
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JHE SERMON 


The Weliverance O God 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“I waited patiently for the Lord; 
and he inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry. He brought me up also out 
of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, 
and established my goings. And he 
hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God.” Psalm 
40:1-3. 


A wonderfully wise saint gave this 
advice to a young minister: “Preach 
to broken hearts. There is at least 
one in every pew.” For a number of 
years now this preacher has sought 
to follow the valuable counsel. He 
has become increasingly aware of the 
troubles that burden the hearts of his 
people. He is glad that he can share 
in their problems and sorrows, but he 
is most thankful of all that he can 


) tell them of a God who graciously de- 


livers His people from their troubles. 


In every congregation many have 


| already experienced the blessedness of 


| God’s deliverance. 


They know for a 


| fact that God is their help in time 
| of trouble. It is also their experience 
| that His deliverance ordinarily follows 
| a definite pattern. Such a deliverance 










is recorded in the first three verses 
of the fortieth Psalm. The Psalmist 
sings of his own deliverance and of 
the steps in it. Here is the way of 
deliverance for every troubled heart. 
If you are in need, or ladened with 
burdens, these words are for you. 


The Psalmist had turned to the 
Lord with a ery of faith. The heavy 
ladened soul is encouraged by the 
Scriptures to raise this cry. “The 
righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, 
and delivereth them out of all their 
troubles” (Psalm 34:17). “‘Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved’? (Romans 10:14). 


The deliverance of God occurs in 
three stages. Look at them separately: 


THE WORK OF FAITH 


Before there can be any cry of 
faith, there must be a recognition of 
need. The Psalmist expressed his con- 
dition in graphic language. He found 
himself in a spiritual quagmire. The 
more he struggled to free himself, the 
deeper he sank. His cry came from 
a sense of utter helplessness. 


This sense of utter helplessness is 
basic to deliverance. As long as you 
have any idea of solving your own 
problems or effecting your own sal- 
vation, you will not call on the Lord 
for deliverance in full sincerity. Be- 
fore you can be delivered, you must 
admit that you are altogether helpless 
to save yourself. 


It is always painful to confess help- 
lessness, but it can be seriously disas- 
trous not to do so. Once a community 
was broken hearted and the whole 
nation shocked to learn that a little 
girl had been mauled to death by a 
lion. Her grandfather had taken her 
to the zoo, and she had ventured too 
close to the cage of the savage animal. 
The grief-stricken old man gave this 
report: “I asked her to hold my hand, 
but she refused. She had a habit of 
saying, ‘I hold my own hand’.” 


The admission of helplessness leads 
very naturally to calling on God and 
on Him alone. When you call on 
God for deliverance, you must take 
your hands off your own life and trust 
Him completely. God does not deliver 
those who insist on holding their own 
hands. 


The psalm singer confessed, “I waited 
patiently for the Lord.” Patience is 
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a characteristic of real faith. A trou- 
bled soul may cry very earnestly to 
the Lord, but it is not faith of the 
highest and purest type until he is 
satisfied to let God work things out 
in His own way and in His own good 
time. 


A wife once admitted that she had 
grown very impatient with God re- 
garding her alcoholic husband. She 
had called on the Lord to deliver her 
loved one from the sickness which was 
destroying their happiness, but she 
was also suggesting to the Lord when 
and how the delivering should be done. 
The Lord’s seeming failure to honor 
her prayers was a source of bitter 
disappointment. Then she was made 
to understand that her own impatience 
was a very real impediment to the 
solution she sought. She confessed 
her sin to the Lord, and turned the 
problem over to Him completely. In 
an amazingly short time her husband 
stopped his drinking. 


It is never easy to be patient, but 
patience is necessary to faith. 


THE DELIVERANCE OF GOD 


Whenever a man calls on the Lord 
from a sense of need and in humble 
faith the Lord will answer his cry 
and meet his need. He is then ready 
for the second step toward deliverance. 
According to the experience of the 
Psalmist, the step is a passive one. It 
is passive so far as the one delivered 
is concerned, but with God it is active. 
This step is the work of deliverance, 
and it is altogether the work of God. 


In the first place, God hears. “He 
inclined unto me and heard my cry.” 
The Lord God Himself has declared, 
“If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and 





pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven” (II Chronicles 7:14). 
It is surely a comforting thing to be 
heard when you are in trouble, but it 
is most comforting of all to know that 
the one who hears is able to help. 
“God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble (Psalm 
46:1). 


God not only hears those who call 
on Him in faith, but He does for 
them that which they cannot do for 
themselves. As the Psalmist said, He 
brings them out of the horrible pit, 
out of miry clay. It is a dreadful 
thing for a man to realize that he 
is being pulled and sucked down by 
sinful practices, habits, and thoughts. 
It is even more terrible when he dis- 
covers that he cannot free himself. 
As the effect of sin is malignant, so 
is the grace of God wonderful. It is 
indeed glorious to experience the 
gracious power of God’s redemption 
as He lifts a soul from the quicksand 
of spiritual destruction. 


A dedicated congregation located an 
ideal site on which they determined 
to erect a beautiful sanctuary to the 
glory of God. Much to their dismay 
they discovered that the ground on 
which they hoped to build was loose 
sand, altogether unsuited for bearing 
the weight of the building. Not to 
be thwarted in their purpose, they 
caused sixty shafts to be sunk through 
the sand until they reached bedrock. 
The shafts were poured full of con- 
crete, and the church was built on 
sixty pillars standing on the rock in 
the midst of a sea of sand. It was 
necessary that the church should be 
built on the rock, and it is equally 
necessary that every life have a solid 
spiritual foundation. 


God does not lift men out of their 
sorrows and sins to tease them and 
then let them fall back. The hymn 
writer, George Keith, makes God to 
say: 


“The soul that on Jesus hath 
leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not desert 
to his foes.” 


Salvation does not depend on the 
shifting sand of human intention. It 
is based on the solid rock of God’s 
righteousness in Christ Jesus. The 
footing of redemption is not man’s 
obedience and _ righteousness, but 
Christ’s. The Scriptures have this to 
say about God’s provision of salvation 
. in His Son, “He hath made him to be 
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sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in him” (II Corinthians 5:21). 
Spiritual life must have a foundation, 
and Christ is it. “Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Christ Jesus” (I Corinthians 
3:11). 


The Psalmist testified to the solid 
rock on which his feet were made to 
stand, and he also bore witness to the 
establishment of his ways. When you 
pray to be led in the paths of right- 
eousness, God will surely hear and 
grant that petition. Salvation is both 
an act and a process. The believer is 
made righteous in an instant, but he 
is made holy over a period of time. 
You can be sure that once God has 
begun the work of deliverance in you 
He will not stop until the task is 
completed. Paul was confident “that 
he which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). Also, 
consider this promise, “In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:6). This 
establishment of the ways and di- 
rection of the paths is the crowning 
work of God’s deliverance through 
Jesus Christ. 


THE FRUITS OF DELIVERANCE 


The final step in God’s deliverance 
is the song which the delivered ones 
sing. It is more glorious than any 
earthly music. It is the full, rich 
harmony of a transformed life living 
in communion with God now and for 
eternity. This is not a song of human 
composition. It, too, is the work of 
God. “He hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praise unto our God.” 


The song of the delivered is the 
song of a changed heart and life. The 
soul that trusts in Christ is a soul 
reborn. Hear the words of God spoken 
through His prophet Ezekiel, “I will 
give them one heart, and I will put a 
new spirit within you; and I will 
take the stony heart out of their flesh, 
and will give them a heart of flesh.” 
(Ezekiel 11:19). Paul wrote of the 
same thing in these words, “If a man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (II Cor- 
inthians 5:17). This renewal is the 
reason for the new song. 


The subject, or theme, of the song 
is praise to God. It is inconceivable 
that any person could experience the 
deliverance of God without wanting 
to praise Him for it. “‘With the heart 





man believeth unto righteousness; and ff 
with the mouth confession is made | 
unto salvation, For the scripture saith, 
whosoever believeth on him shall not 


be ashamed” (Romans 10:10, 11) 
Even so, there do seem to be those 
who are willing to receive blessing 
without giving the praise that is due. 


If the song is the result of a changed 
heart, then effective witness is the 
result of the song. The Psalmist said 
of his song and his deliverance, ‘Many 
shall see it, and fear, and shall trust 
in the Lord.” There is no evangelistic 
sermon so effective for leading people 
to reverence and to trust in God as 
the testimony of one who has experi- 
enced deliverance himself. The elo- 
quence of words is no match for the 
eloquence of experience. 


A retired business man had alway: 
considered himself able to solve his 
own problems and to supply his own 
needs. He had never felt the need 
of making any place in his life for 
the church or the things of Christ 
In the fraternal order to which he 
belonged there was a younger man, 
one whose lips and life expressed the 
religion of Jesus Christ. His life made 
such a profound impression on the 
older man that he was led to inquire 
of his friend, “I have been watching 
you. What is it that you have that | 
do not?” The young Christian wa: 
glad to bear witness to the Christ in 
him that made the difference. He 
then had the added joy of seeing 3 
seeking soul trust in his Saviour. 
it is that God uses the winsomenes: 
of a transformed life to win others t 
Himself. One way you have of sharing 
the deliverance of God is to sing with 
your whole being of the great thing: 
He has done for you. 


“O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My dear redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace! 
He breaks the power of reigning 
sin, 


He sets the pris’ner free; 
His blood can make the foulest 
clean, His blood availed for 
me 
My gracious Master, and my 
God, Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread thro’ all the earth 
abroad The honors of Thy 


name,” 
* * 7 * * 
Mr. Evans, author of our Youth 


Programs, is pastor of the Hopewell 
church, Huntersville, N. C. 
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RELIGION IN AMERICA 


REV. WILLIAM E. HILL, JR. 


Events of recent weeks have raised 
the profound question, “Does religion 
really matter in the minds of most 
people in America today or is it some- 
thing that is simply a _ side-interest 
without any real bearing upon the 
problems of life? Is God the center 
of life, or is He something to be 


| pushed off in the corner and left there 


6 DV A a SERS atl 


} warnings in 


until 11:00 o’clock Sunday morning— 
if we don’t go away for the week-end 
or if we don’t have a headache or de- 
cide to sleep late? 


God has warned in His Word, 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but 
sin is a reproach to any people,” and 
again, “The wicked shall go down to 
hell, and all nations that forget God.” 
Our nation also has received solemn 
the brief span of our 


life-time — in the first World War, 


in a devastating depression, in the Sec- 


} ond World War, and now in the face 
' of the growing menace of Communism 


and the threat of nuclear war. But 


| instead of repenting, America’s spirit- 


ual condition just seems to grow worse. 
THE BIG PICTURE 


People today spend more time in 
the newspaper than in the Bible, more 
time listening to the news commen- 


| tators than to God, more time watch- 











ing faces on the television screen than 
seeking the face of God, more time at 
places of amusement than at church. 


People today spend more time talk- 
ing politics, ball, and the weather than 
praising God the Father, God the Son, 
and Holy Spirit; more time propaga- 
ting a point of view than witnessing 
for Christ; more time thinking about 
money than thanking God for His 
mercies. And these are “Christian” 
people! 


What does this say about our Chris- 
tianity? Is it any wonder that we are 
harried, frustrated, distracted, tired, 
upset, confused? Is it any wonder 
that our pagan neighbors are perplexed 
about the real meaning of religion and 
show no respect for our faith? Is it 
any wonder that more of our children 
become bartenders than become min- 
isters of the Gospel? 


Today, Americans spend more money 
on liquor than on education, more 
money on tobacco than on missions, 
more money on clothes and jewelry 
than on building churches, more money 
on amusement than on ministers’ sal- 
aries. Too many of us may be de- 
scribed in two words — “grab” and 
“gripe.”” Everybody is grabbing, grab- 
bing, grabbing. And if you don’t grab 


soon enough and somebody grabs 
ahead of you — then gripe, gripe, 
gripe. 


Men today are judged not by char- 
acter but by the type of job they have, 





‘Jemptation-- 1900 


Our Lord was tempted long ago, 

When He was hungry. Satan said, 

While pointing to some nut-brown 
stones, 

“Just turn them into loaves of bread!” 


Today, again he speaks to those 

Who bow the knee at Learning’s 
throne. 

He bids them take The Living Bread 

And turn it into loaves of stone. 


—Matsu W. Crawford 
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the kind of car they drive, the size of 
the home that they live in. Is it there- 
fore any wonder that we have crooked 
politics, that we have TV scandals, 
payola, tax-dodging, wholesale cheat- 
ing in school, and a kind of sophisti- 
cated hypocrisy whereby everybody 
tries to produce an impression on 
everybody else while concealing the 
real facts about themselves? 


Many so-called Christians seem more 
concerned about their personal ap- 
pearance than about their character; 
more concerned about sex appeal than 
saintliness, about winning friends than 
about knowing God, about beauty con- 
tests than beliefs and converts, about 
sex happiness than sincerity. They 
are more interested in salacious humor 
than in sensible culture, more con- 
cerned for sunshine and comfort than 
for modesty and dignity. 


Is it any wonder that immorality is 
no longer improper? That fornication 
is called fun? That lust goes by the 
name of love? Or that young people 
are confused and trapped by Satan? 
Is it any wonder that public morals 
continue to slip? That school officials 
are worried? That parents are distract- 
ed? That child marriages are break- 
ing up? And that the kids have no 
respect for property, womanhood, old 
age, or God? 


Yes, religion is no longer an issue 
in our culture. 


Our intellectuals are more interest- 
ed in sociology than in salvation, more 
interested in psychology than in the- 
ology, more interested in security than 
in service; and too often our religious 
leaders are more interested in ritual 
than righteousness, more concerned 
about reputation than about repent- 





ance, and more dependent upon reason 
than regeneration. 


THE CAUSE 


This situation has come about be- 
cause of several factors which have 
been set in motion by Satan in our 
land in the last two or three genera- 
tions. First, a creeping paralysis of 
unbelief in the Bible as the Word of 
God. This has spawned intellectual 
liberalism which has produced a total 
emphasis on man and his ability (and 
needs) to the exclusion of God. It 
has cut the nerve of evangelism in the 
churches of our land and brought evan- 
gelism, until recently, into disrepute 
in the larger denominations. Two gen- 
erations have grown up in this atmos- 
phere of respectable religious unbelief. 
Is it any wonder that we have ex- 
perienced a moral and spiritual degen- 
eracy in our day? 


The second factor involved is the 
rise of a godless psychology in our 
system of education which has ruled 
out the “nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,” and in its place put a hu- 
manism and an ego culture which has 
undermined all discipline and self-re- 
straint, throwing to the winds moral 
standards and ethical absolutes. It 
has produced the “I’ll get what I want 
and I’ll do as I please” attitude of our 
modern youth. It has given rise to 
a money mania and a sex obsession 
which is filling our insane asylums, 
flooding our divorce courts, overcrowd- 
ing our jails, and slaughtering inno- 
cent people by the thousands on the 
highways. It has given us a nation 
with five to eight million alcoholics. 


THE CURE 


What is the answer to all this? There 
can be but one answer — and that is 
real spiritual awakening sent from God. 
An awakening which will begin in a 
return to the Bible to rediscover what 
God has to say to men, to learn once 
again that “the heart of man is deceit- 
ful above all things and desperately 
wicked”; that men are lost, “for all 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God’; that men are under 
the wrath and curse of a Holy God 
who cannot approve of sin and who 
said, “For I, the Lord thy God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquities of 
the fathers upon the children to the 
third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me, and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments”; to discover 
once again that man is not the center 
of the universe; that the highest good 
for man is not pleasure, for the 


“chief end of man is to glorify God 
and to enjoy Him forever.” Too long 
we have been saying that the chief 
end of man is to glorify himself and 
call on God when he needs Him, or 
else saying that the chief end of God 
is to glorify man and humor him for- 
ever. 


When a man looks into the face of 
the holy God of the Bible, then he sees 
himself as he is — a loathsome, sinful, 
helpless creature, alienated from his 
God by his sin and destined to an 
eternal hell. If men will only read 
their Bibles they will discover that the 
so-called liberal who claims that he 
believes in a God of love but cannot 
believe in hell is only a misguided opti- 
mist, for the very Christ who came to 
reveal the love of God gave to us our 
most terrifying description of hell and 
Himself said that one day He would 
say to those on His left hand, “Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 








Intercessory Prayer 


Intercession — communion with God 
about other people — is one of the 
most rewarding exercises in the prac- 
tice of a mature devotional life. 


—Dr. David Easton 








fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” Truly “the wisdom of man is 
foolishness with God.” 


When men return to the Bible they 
will discover there anew a God who 
loves, but a God who loves with a 
holy love and who can only extend 
His love to sinful men by grace, at 
infinite sacrifice to Himself; a God 
who put Himself under His own wrath 
and curse in the Person of His Son in 
order that that wrath and curse might 
not have to rest upon sinful man; a 
God who gives salvation to men not by 
simply snapping his fingers and saying 
“Oh, skip it” but at the infinite cost 
of the breaking of His own heart; a 
God who remains righteous while He 
is imputing righteousness to others. 


If men return to the Bible they will 
rediscover the fact that man cannot 
pull himself up by his own bootstraps; 
that no amount of education, or cul- 
ture, or favorable environment will 
change the desperately wicked heart of 


man; that this can be done only by the 
act of God in regeneration in apply- 
ing to man’s heart the sacrifice of 
Christ and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, giving him a new heart and 
making him a new creature; that God 
gives to man by His grace the faith to 
believe these amazing truths and the 
willingness to yield himself that God 
may remake him. By the grace of 
God, man becomes the son of God, is 
adopted into the Kingdom of God, is 
made an heir with Jesus Christ, is 
given the Holy Spirit to dwell in him 
to live a different life. 


When men are confronted with these 
truths from the Word of God and 
obey God in yielding to Christ, then 
their whole outlook on life becomes 
different. They see through the lies 
of the devil and the deceitful smooth 
talk of the world around, and become 
“children of Light.”” They will under- 
stand that those who preach the love 
of God, but deny judgment and hell, 
are preaching only half of God; that a 
man cannot ever appreciate God’s love 
until he realizes what he is and what 
God is — that he is a sinner and God 
is a Holy God; that it cost God infinite 
suffering to make possible his salva- 
tion to him as a gift. 


When a man comes to know the liv- 
ing Christ living within him, then and 
then only does he realize what true 
righteousness and holiness is. Then 
and then only does he have a desire, 
consuming and compelling, to think 
differently, feel differently, and live 
differently from the world around him. 
Then and then only does he have a 
power greater than his own will-power 
to lift him above the sordidness of his 
own fleshly nature and the greed of 
his own selfish desires. Then and 
then only does he see through the 
shame the hypocrisy, the vulgarity, the 
greed, the selfish egotism that under- 
lies most of the thinking, the smooth 
talk, and the conduct of people around 
him. Oh, that America might once 
again turn to the Lord, her God! 


“Oh, Lord, revive Thy work in the 
midst of the years. In wrath, remem- 
ber mercy, that many may come again 
to know that the Lord, He is God.” 
Then shall “righteousness flow down 
as many waters, and justice as a mighty 
stream,” and we shall be a “delight- 
some land” and “all nations shall call 
us blessed.” 


* * * * * 


The Rev. Mr. Hill now devotes his 


full time to evangelistic work. 
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THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN 


for his own, and specially 
for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than 
an infidel.” 

Ist Timothy 5:8 






















... Our retired and disabled 
ministers and/or dependents 


Here is your opportunity to express Christian 
gratitude to many of the retired servants of the 
Church. Your Joy Gift can help make the, differ- 
ence between a hard financial struggle in 1961 and 
in having enough for the necessities of life. Last 
year’s Joy Gift went to 149 ministers, 339 widows, 
15 orphans and 18 non-ministerial workers. 






e 
Give 
What cost $100 in 1950 ’ 
veost $121 in. 1959 generously 


(What cost $100 in 1940 
to 
Ret 
Miniate 


—now costs over $200) 
BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
341-C PoNCE DE LEON AVENUE, N.E., ATLANTA 8, GEORGIA 








CHARLES J. Curriz, Executive Secretary 
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EDIJOHTALS 


What Price Change? 


“Why do you cling so unreasonably 
to the past?” “Why are you so con- 
sistently opposed to improvement and 
progress?” —- These questions have 
been coming our way with increasing 
frequency. They are sometimes asked 
in the same spirit as one would ask, 
“Why do you keep on wearing high- 
button shoes?” 


There has been an unusual flood of 
such questions of late — since we 
published that cartoon in the Oct. 19th 
Journal, of the Mona Lisa and the 
small boy with a can of black paint 
gleefully touching up the masterpiece. 
(Mona was labeled “The Confession 
of Faith” and the caption read, “Some 
think they can improve it!” — We had 
in mind, of course, those who have 
long been clamoring for change). 


Several correspondents have quite 
earnestly wondered why we refuse to 
let the Church speak as relevantly to 
the 20th century as she did to the 17th 
century. The thought seems to be 
that Mona Lisa was quite all right for 
her time, but what’s wrong with Nor- 
man Rockwell? 


We hasten to clarify this point be- 
cause it is an exceedingly important 
one. 


There is nothing whatever wrong 
with Norman Rockwell. As a matter 
of fact (speaking of art as a symbol 
of theology), we prefer Norman Rock- 
well to the author of the Mona Lisa. 
But here is the point: We do NOT 
want to see the author of the Mona 
Lisa replaced by Salvador Dali as the 
portrait artist of this generation! 


The implication, we trust, is clear: 
We would be perfectly willing to have 
the Confession “brought up to date” 
if we had reason to believe that it 
would not be mutilated in the process. 
But those who have long been beating 
the drums for revision are notably— 
and some quite openly — advocating 
changes in the basic content of the 
Confession. We do not want to see 
Presbyterians officially become Socin- 
ians, or Arminians, or Adoptionists, 


or even Universalists. So long as this 
sort of thing seems to be the aim of 
many revisionists, we oppose revision. 


Put it another way: The Confession 
of Faith is the Constitution of the 
Church, identical in principle with the 
Constitution of the United States. It 
isn’t a “commentary” designed to 
“speak relevantly” to a particular gen- 
eration. It is a “law” such as New- 
ton’s Law, which is designed to de- 
fine truth for all time. 


Newton’s law was not an affirma- 
tion “speaking relevantly” to one gen- 
eration only. The Constitution of the 
U. S. is not an 18th century document 
to be viewed with respect but re- 
placed with new ideas by each succeed- 
ing generation. And the Confession 
of Faith is not a monumental affirma- 
tion for its day but now obsolete. 


Let’s straighten out our thinking at 
this point. And by all means if we 
can’t accept the Confession — if we 
don’t believe it — let’s be honest 
enough to say so instead of camouflag- 
ing our feelings with appeals 
“relevancy.” 


to 





United Presbyterians’ 
Broadmindedness 
Recognized 


Jewish groups which have, of late, 
launched a massive campaign against 
anything Christian in American public 
life—such as prayers in the name of 
Christ at national conventions and Bi- 
ble reading in the schools—have just 
singled out the United Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. for special recogni- 
tion in the area of religious differ- 
ences as these are viewed by Jews. 


The Faith and Life Sunday School 
curriculum of the UPUSA Church was 
“honored” with an award by the Phila- 
delphia Chapter of the American Jew- 
ish Committee for “pioneer work” in 
the promotion of respect for other re- 
ligious groups. Albert H. Lieberman, 
award committee chairman, said at the 





annual dinner meeting of the com- 


mittee on October 3, “In a world 
where religious differences have some- 
times resulted in bitterness and preju- 
dice, we feel that the work that the 
Presbyterian Church has done in de- 
veloping a constructive intergroup em- 
phasis in its teaching materials is 
worthy of this recognition.” 


To us this story represents a coin 
which has another face. The UPUSA 
Church has long been a leader in the 
ecumenical movement. When the sub- 
ject of church union last came up, it 
was defeated largely because Southern 
Presbyterians feared that the historic 
testimony of Presbyterianism would 
soon be lost if it were represented 
only by the official position and pro- 
grams of the UPUSA Church. 


The story of the Jewish award to us 
constitutes evidence that our evalua- 
tion of UPUSA teaching materials (and 
our more recent efforts to keep US 
teaching materials from following 
suit) has been well founded. 





Now It’s 81 


With the Synod of Mississippi’s re- 
aligned Presbyteries formally organiz- 
ing this month, the total number of 
Presbyteries in the General Assembly 
will drop to 81. There were 83 be- 
fore this Synod reduced its number 
of Presbyteries from five to three. 


The last such reduction was in 1958, 
when the Synod of Texas changed 
from seven to six Presbyteries. There 
are now five Synods — Arkansas, Ok- 
lahoma, Tennessee, West Virginia and 
Mississippi — with the minimum num- 
ber of Presbyteries. 


Constitutional matters sent down 
from the General Assembly will now 
require 61 votes for passage instead 
of 63. So even though the number of 
lower courts has been reduced by only 
two, the mathematics of this particular 
problem also reduced by two the num- 
ber of votes needed for three-fourths 
approval. Presbyters thus have an 
even greater responsibility when vot- 
ing on constitutional matters before 
their Presbyteries. 
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Communism and 
Churchmen 


Add to the reasons why Churchmen 
are often identified with Communists: 
The left-wing Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, a pacifist group, has just called 
on the U. S. government to 1) Aban- 
don its sanctions against Cuba; and 2) 
Withdraw from the Guantanamo Naval 
Base in Cuba. Said the Fellowship: 
“The Castro regime is embarked on a 
much-needed program of land reform 
and has made remarkable progress in 
the construction of schools and homes, 
and in the improvement of working 
conditions.” 


Eleven members of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation were delegates to the 
now-famous Cleveland Conference of 
the National Council of Churches. One 
of the officials of the Fellowship’s Ad- 
visory Council is now President of 
the NCC, Dr. Dahlberg. 


Four members of the Fellowship 
were defeated for election (two of 
them for re-election) to the U. S. Con- 
gress in the recent elections. In this 
matter the voters seem to have exer- 
cised uncommon good judgment. 


Double first cousin of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation is an organiza- 
tion within our own denomination, call- 
ing itself “The Southern Presbyterian 
Peace Fellowship.”’ Not as radical as 
the first mentioned group, this one 
nevertheless works to relate Southern 
Presbyterians to it and to other “in- 
terdenominational peace groups”; and 
to “provide friendship, counsel, finan- 
cial support and jobs for conscientious 
objectors” from the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Composed mostly of 
younger ministers the group has been 
circularizing seminary students, en- 
couraging their enrollment. 


Some people sincerely support move- 
ments that aid and abet world-wide 
Communism, who would be offended 
to be called Communist-sympathizers. 
So long as we live in a free society 
such groups must be tolerated, we sup- 
pose. But to us they represent the 
sick rather than the Christian men- 


) tality, 





A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





THE MIND BARRIER 


No one who has heard a plane break 
through the sound barrier will soon 
forget the shattering shock of the air 
waves which accompany this phenom- 
enon. 


The sound barrier has been reached 
and passed, so that speeds two or three 
times that of sound are now reached 
by many of our military and experi- 
mental planes. 


In the Christian realm there is the 
passing of a mind barrier, an occasion 
when, by a work of the Holy Spirit, 
we are transformed by a renewing of 
our minds so that we can prove what 
is good and perfect and acceptable in 
the will of God. 


There are many references to the 
mind in the Scriptures and they are 
deeply significant for they affect every 
phase of man’s outlook. Not long 
ago we were talking to one of the 
most brilliant men we have ever 
known. He has earned degrees and 
doctorates in several of the highly 
specialized sciences of our time and 
speaks with authority and understand- 
ing of some of the amazing discoveries 
of our day. 


But this man’s mind is bound to 
this earth. It has not been renewed 
by the Spirit of the living God and 
for that reason any conversation hav- 
ing to do with spiritual values is as 
foreign and enigmatical to him as 
was his scientific knowledge to the 
writer. 


The cataclysmic effect of passing 
the mind barrier is seen in those who 
have surrendered their hearts, minds 
and wills to Christ and have had His 
Spirit take up His abode in their hearts. 
Christ becomes dominant; His will as- 
sumes control; His way takes over. 


Passing the mind barrier requires 
one of the most difficult of all steps 
— the step of humility. It requires a 
recognition of and complete subjection 
on the part of the finite to the infinite. 
It involves an act of faith which is, 
humanly speaking, irrational, for it is 
at this point that one seemingly steps 
out into the dark, placing one’s foot 
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with confidence on that Foundation 
which can only be seen with the eye 
of faith. At this point there comes 
the transforming realization that. 
Christ is true and there comes into 
our hearts the assurance of things 
hoped for and the conviction of things 
not seen. 


Isaiah had such an experience and he 
later wrote: “Thou dost keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusts in thee.” 


Luke tells us that the Berean Chris- 
tians listened to Paul with readiness 
of mind and received a blessing be- 
cause they found his message was con- 
sistent with the Scriptural record. Had 
not these people crossed the mind bar-| 
rier by submission of their minds to a' 
higher authority than man they would 
have been in no position to receive the 
blessings of Paul’s preaching. 


Paul was a living example of a bril- 
liant and highly educated man who had 
passed the mind barrier. He told the 
elders of the Ephesian church how he 
had served the Lord with all humility 
of mind. It was his experience on the 
Damascus road; the later revelations 
of divine truth; and the seeing of God 
working in the lives of men through 
the preaching of the Gospel which 
broke down the barrier of intellectual 
resistance and made him preach and 
teach with such simple and telling 
authority. 


Writing to the Christians in Rome 
Paul gave this solemn warning: “To 
set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. For the mind set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law, indeed it can- 
not.” Any attempt to make the Gos- 
pel compatible with and reasonable 
to the unregenerate mind is doomed to 
failure. That is why the presence and 
ministry of the Holy Spirit is essential 
in the preaching of the Gospel. 


The mind barrier is either a deadly 
obstacle or a glorious point of transi- 
tion. To those who raise intellectual 
objections to the “whosoever will’ 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 








“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Moar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 11, 1960 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God’s Promise Of A Saviour 


Bible Material: Isaiah 9; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25; Ga- 
latians 4:4-7. 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 11:1-9. 


Running throughout the Bible, binding it together 
like a scarlet thread, are the many promises or prophe- 
cies concerning a Saviour. We find them given in the 
Old Testament and fulfilled in the New. Guided by 
a convenient list of these which I find in my New An- 
alytical Bible, I wish to use them as an introduction 
to our lesson for today. 


The first of these promises is found in Genesis 3:15: 
“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
heel, and thou shalt bruise his head.” These words 
were spoken to the serpent in the sad and tragic day 
when man fell from the estate in which he was created. 
The seed of the woman shall bruise the head of Satan. 


Turning now to Galatians 4:4 we read, “For when 
the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.” In Revelation 12 we read what 
John saw: “And there appeared a great wonder in 
heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars . . . And she brought forth a man child, who 
was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.” There ap- 
peared also the dreadful dragon who stood ready to 
devour the Child as soon as He was born, but God 
protected the woman and her Son and saved them from 
the wrath of the dragon. 


The coming Messiah would be a real man, not an 
angel, or some other created being. Speaking to Abram 
in Genesis 12:3 the Lord said to him, “and in thee 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” The 
Redeemer was to be one of us, born of a woman, and 
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Day-by-day devotional reading by a beloved Southern Pres- 
byterian minister. His evangelical, spiritual meditations 


are marked by a beauty and exalted spirit rarely found in 
books of this type. 


For 30 days this book will be offered as a bonus 
with new subscriptions to the JOURNAL at $3. 
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living here among us: “pitching His tent along side 
our tent.” He was to be born of a virgin, for in Isaiah 
7:14 we read, “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give 
you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a Son, and shall call His name Emmanuel.” ‘Turning 
to Matthew 1:20 we read, “But while he thought on 
these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And 
she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His 
name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their 
sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet saying, 
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a Son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us.” Luke makes 
this very clear and plain (Read Luke 1:27-35). Verse 
35 says, “And the angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God.” 


Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The 
line of Shem is chosen as the Messianic line and we 
find the promise given to Abraham to Isaac and then 
to Jacob whose name was changed to Israel. Of the 
twelve tribes the tribe of Judah was singled out as we 
read in Genesis 49:10: “The sceptre shall not de- 
part from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering 
of the people be.” He was also to be of the house of 
David for Isaiah says in 9:7, “upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom.” We know from the Gospel 
of Matthew how these prophecies were fulfilled. 


His birthplace was given by Micah in these words: 
“But thou, Bethelehem, Ephratah, though thou be lit- 
tle among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlast- 
ing.” In Matthew 2 we read, “When Herod the king had 
heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes together, he demanded of them where 
Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In 
Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet,” quoting the words of Micah. We know from 
Luke’s Gospel how this prophecy was fulfilled. 


We are told by Jeremiah of the massacre of the little 
children: (31:15) “Thus saith the Lord; a voice was 
heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; 
Rachel weeping for her children and refused to be 
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comforted for her 
Turning to Matthew 2:16-18, we read of Herod’s cruel 
slaying of all the childrem in and around Bethlehem 


children, because they were not.” 


from two years old and under. 
Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my 
son out of Egypt.” There is a double meaning in this. 
It refers to calling the nation out of Egypt but in Mat- 
thew 2:15 it is applied to Joseph taking the young 
child and going down into Egypt remaining there until 
the death of Herod: “And was there until the death 
of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, out of Egypt have 
I called my son.” 


Hosea 11:1 says, “When 


Our Lord’s ministry in Galilee is described for us by 
Isaiah in 9:1, 2. (We will look at this later). He was 
to be a Prophet, for in Deuteronomy 18:15 we read: 
“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto Me; 
unto Him ye shall hearken.” As a Prophet it was said 
of Jesus, “Never man spake like this Man!” He was 
to be a Priest like Melchizedek, as we read in Psalm 
110:4. This is commented upon at length in Hebrews, 
chapters 5, 6, and 7. He was also to be a King, the 
Ruler of His people. In Psalm 2:6 we read, “Yet have 
I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.” 


He was to be a Priest upon His throne. He was to 
be rejected by men for Isaiah says in 53:3, “He is 
despised and rejected of men.” He was to be full of 
spiritual graces, as we see in Psalm 45 and Isaiah 11. 
He was to enter Jerusalem in triumph. In Zechariah 
9:9 we read, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, ‘O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King com- 
eth unto thee: He is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an 
ass.” Turning to Matthew 21:5 and John 12:15 we 
see how completely this was all fulfilled when Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem. Psalm 41:9 tells us that He was 
to be betrayed by a friend and Matthew and Mark tell 
how Judas, one of his “friends,” betrayed Him with a 
kiss. The price of the betrayal, even thirty pieces of 
silver, was given by the prophet Zecharias in 11:12, 13. 


The prophets revealed some minute particulars con- 
cerning His trial and crucifixion. He was to be silent 
when accused:* “.°. . as a sheep before his shearers, so 
He opened not His mouth,” says Isaiah in 53:7. Mat- 
thew tells how true this was. It was to be a vicarious 
suffering. He was “wounded for our transgressions and 
bruised for our iniquities,” said Isaiah, and this is con- 
firmed by Jesus Himself when He speaks of giving His 
life a ransom for many, and by Paul when he tells us 
that “Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures.” 


He was to be “numbered with the transgressors,” 
said Isaiah. There were three crosses on Calvary and 
a thief hung on either side of the sinless Son of God. 
His hands and feet were to be pierced as we see from 
Psalm 22:16 and John tells of this in his Gospel. There 
was to be insult and mocking. He was to be offered 
gall and vinegar. They were to cast lots for His vesture. 
Not a bone of Him was to be broken. He was to be 
buried with the rich and we find Joseph providing 
his new tomb for the Saviour. 


His resurrection was spoken of in Psalm 16:10, “For 
Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt Thou 
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suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” Paul applied 
these words to Christ in his sermon at Antioch (see 
Acts 13:35). Peter, also, in his sermon at Pentecost. 
He was to ascend into heaven: “Thou hast ascended 
on high, thou hast led captivity captive” (Psalm 68:18) . 
“The Lord said unto my Lord, sit Thou at My right 
hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.” In 
Peter’s sermon at Pentecost he applies these words to 
the risen and ascended Christ. 


After this long “introduction” there is room for only 
a few words in connection with the special Scripture 
for today. The passages for study are familiar ones 
and need little comment or explanation. 


I. Isaiah, chapter 9. 


The people who sit in darkness will see a Great 
Light for Jesus is the Light of the World. It is true 
that the Light came and men, many of them, loved 
darkness rather than Light, for their deeds were evil. 
Yet there were some who rejoiced in the Light and 
walked in it. There are still these two classes of people 
in the world. Are we “walking in the Light?” 


There was to come, not only 


a Great Light, but a 
Great Leader and Ruler: 


“For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be 
upon His shoulders: and His Name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” All these names 
are appropriate for the Saviour of men and some day 
every knee shall bow before Him and every tongue 
confess that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 


Il. Matthew 4:12-17 and 23-25. 


In these verses Matthew tells us of the fulfillment 
of the words of Isaiah. “The people which sat in dark- 
ness saw great light; and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death light is sprung up.” “And 
his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought 
unto him all sick people that were taken with divers 
diseases and torments . . . and he healed them.” “And 
there followed him great multitudes of people.” 


III. Our Devotional Reading: Isaiah 11:1-9 gives 
a beautiful description of the reign and rule of the 
Messiah, when there will be peace on the earth. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 

Second Semester Begins January 30, 1961 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR DECEMBER 11, 1960. 


Our Story Book 


Scripture—Hebrews 1:1-2; 2:1-3; and Isaiah 55:10-11. 
Suggested Hymns— 
“Lamp of Our Feet, Whereby We Trace” 
“Wonderful Words of Life” 
“How Precious Is the Book Divine” 


(Following is a list of Bible references which you may 
use in a “Bible Drill’: Hebrews 4:12; Romans 15:4; I 
Peter 2:2: Proverbs 30:5,6; Mark 12:24; Luke 11:28; 
Colossians 1:5; Joshua 1:8; I Peter 1:23; James 1:22; 
John 15:3; Psalm 119:89; Mark 13:31; John 8:31; Isaiah 
10:8; Romans 10:17; Acts 17:11; I1 Timothy 3:15-17; 
Psalm 12:6; Colossians 3:16; John 20:31; Isaiah 30:21; 
I Thessalonians 2:13; Psalm 119:130; and Ephesians 
6:17.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: In 
our last two programs we have given attention to the 
Christian story and how to tell it. When we speak of 
the “Christian story” we have reference to the message 
which we have received from God and which we are 
obliged to share with the world. It is the message 
of God’s love and redeeming work in Jesus Christ. In 
the light of this meaning, we say that the Bible is our 
“story book.” We call it our story book because it is 
the source of the Christian message, and not because 
we look to it for entertainment. While the purpose 
of the Bible is not to amuse and entertain, those who 
believe it and love it find it a thrilling Book to read. 
Psalm 1:2 says of the righteous man, “his delight is in 
the law of the LORD; and in His law doth he meditate 
day and night.” 


This is a most appropriate day to be considering our 
Christian source book, the Bible. Today is Universal 
Bible Sunday. On this day Christian people around 
the world are recognizing their debt to the Bible, and 





DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
SELECTION OF APPLICANTS BEGINS JANUARY 15 
25 PERCENT OF FRESHMAN CLASS RECEIVES 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVERAGING $500 EACH 
Write: OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 

pAND FINANCIAL AID 


ox J 
Davidson College 
Davidson, North Carolina 
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FOR SALE: Multilith Duplicator, Model 750. Excellent 
Florence - Darlington Tu- 
Thomas R. Miller, chairman, 


condition, price reasonable. 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





are trying to learn how they may use the Bible more 


effectively. We shall be looking at the usefulness of 
the Bible in our own lives and how we can use it to 
take the Gospel to the nation and the world. 


FIRST SPEAKER: The Bible is essential to our own 
Christian life and growth. Apart from its message 
of salvation, there would be no hope for us to have 
spiritual life. If we are saved, it is because we have 
heard and believed the message of the Bible. Once 
we have received the gift of life through faith in Christ, 
we will still need the Bible to nourish our souls and 
to guide our ways. We cannot be truly educated with- 
out a knowledge of and faith in the Bible. An African 
lad recognized this truth when he said, “Education 
without the Word of God makes us helpless.” 


If the Bible is the source and means of our own 
spiritual life and growth, then we certainly need to use 
it as we witness to those who are not Christians. It 
is our source of truth. Those who are successful in 
winning others to Christ, are those who rely on the 
power and authority of the Bible. (Read Hebrews 
4:12.) i 


SECOND SPEAKER: The agency through which 
our church works to provide the Scriptures for the 
world is the American Bible Society. This Bible So- 
ciety is an interdenominational organization which was 
organized in 1816. Its purpose is to produce, publish, 
and distribute the Scriptures, without comment, to the 
world. A great number of American churches join to- 
gether in support of this work. 


Last year more than seventeen and a half million 
Scriptures (Bibles, Testaments, and Scripture portions) 
were distributed by the Society. These Bibles and 
Scripture portions are now available in 1151 different 
languages and dialects. Ten new languages were added 
last year. It is most important to have the Scriptures 
in native languages in these days when Communism is 
trying to teach that Christianity is a “foreign religion.” 
People receive the Christian message far more readily 
when it comes to them in their own tongues. An Eski- 
mo in Alaska said, when he received a Scripture portion 
in his dialect, “Now I know there is a God, for He 
speaks Eskimo.” “Thank you, thank you,” said anoth- 
er, “now God speaks to my heart.” 


THIRD SPEAKER: The American Bible Society 
does a very specialized work in providing the Scriptures 
for those who are blind. They publish the entire Bi- 
ble in braille, and make it available at a mere fraction 
of what it costs to produce it. A more recent develop- 
ment for the aid of the blind is the producion of Talk- 
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ing Book Records. The Bible is recorded on long-play- 
ing records and made available to the blind at a very 


nominal cost. Last year 73,194 of these records were 
produced and distributed. 


There are many people throughout the world who 
can read, but who do not own Bibles. This is the need 
which the Bible Society has been working to meet 
since it was first organized. This problem is large, 
but there is an even greater one. It is estimated that 
there are 690 to 720 million people in the world who 
cannot read at all, either because they have never 
learned or because the language which they speak has 
never been reduced to writing. The Bible Society has 
not been content to wait until these people learn to 
read or until a written language can be produced for 
them. The Society has developed and now distributes 
the Finger-Fono. It is a very inexpensive phonograph 
which is operated by turning it with the finger. Bible 
records can be played on these simple phonographs, 
and the Word of God comes to the ears of those who 
cannot read and even of those who have no written 
language. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God.” 


FOURTH SPEAKER: Do you know what a col- 
porteur is? Originally he was a peddler . . . just any 
kind of peddler. Now the term is applied mainly to 
those who peddle the Bible and Scripture portions. 


There are many of these colporteurs in non-Christian 
lands through whom our Bible Society does a very ef- 
fective missionary work. ‘They work to take the mes- 
sage of salvation to people who have no missionaries 
to tell them of the Saviour. They are permitted, in 
many instances, to work in areas from which the mis- 
sionaries have already been driven out by hostile gov- 
ernments. Through our support of the Bible Society, 
and because of the faithful work of the colporteurs, 
we have opportunity to tell our Christian story —_ the 
story of the Bible — in the distant and remote places 
of the world. It is one of our richest and most far- 
reaching missionary opportunities. 


PROGRAM LEADER: (You may want to suggest 
to your group that a special offering be received for 
the work of the American Bible Society, or that you 
adopt it as a special financial objective. Contributions 
can be sent to American Bible Society, 1053 Central 
National Bank Building, Richmond 19, Virginia. You 
may also want to write to the Society for literature: 
information about their work, descriptions and prices 
of low-cost Scriptures for your own use and for distri- 
bution, and for information about motion pictures and 
film strips which describe the work of the Society in 
all its phases.) 


Closing Prayer. 








NEW ORLEANS CHURCH 
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Robert F. Park, presided. 


The Rev. 2 BUILDING SCHEDULES 











NEW ORLEANS, La. — (PN) — 
The Carrollton Presbyterian School 
has been formally dedicated. The 
school with kindergarten and six ele- 
mentary grades has been open since 
September 19. 


Dr. Ray D. Fortna, pastor of the 
sponsoring Carrollton church conduct- 
ed the dedication services which in- 
cluded a special program by the 
church’s choir. An open house fol- 
lowed at which the public met the 
teachers and members of the school’s 
board and saw a display of students’ 
work. 


Ninety students are enrolled in the 
school. It operates in the Church’s ed- 
ucational building which was renovated 
at a cost of $20,000. 





50TH ANNIVERSARY NOTED 


LILLINGTON, N. C. — (PN) — 
The Lillington church celebrated its 
50th anniversary October 30 with a 
special worship service and a fellow- 
ship dinner. The pastor, the Rev. 


T. A. Guiton, pastor of the Parkton, 
N. C., church and pastor of the Lilling- 
ton congregation from 1944 to 1951, 
preached. 


The first pastor, the Rev. J. K. Hall, 
served from 1911 until 1918. 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL PLANNED 


MAXTON, N. C. — Presbyterian 
Junior College will sponsor several 
types of overseas travel during the 
summer of 1961, officials have an- 
nounced. It is anticipated that ar- 
rangements may be made for several 
college-credit courses through the Fly- 
ing College Tours of the Overseas 
Study Program. 





The American Student Information 
Service of Frankfort, Germany, which 
placed 509 students in European sum- 
mer jobs in 1960, estimates that 3,000 
jobs will be available in 1961. In ad- 
dition to obtaining jobs which permit 
a student to spend considerable time 
in one place, the organization also 
offers low-cost student tours. Infor- 
mation on the various offerings is 
available from PJC. 


DISCLOSED BY COLLEGE 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — (PN) — 
Florida Presbyterian College has chart- 
ed both “slow” and “fast” plans for 
building its permanent campus on Boca 
Ciega Bay as part of a ten-year finan- 
cial progrem. The slow plan calls 
for completion of a nucleus of essential 
buildings by September, 1964. The 
fast plan would have additional fa- 
cilities completed by the same date. 


In either case, residential facilities 
will be ready on the new campus by 
September, 1962. The slow plan for 
the other buildings would cost $4,- 
100,000 by mid-1964. The fast plan 
projects spending $8,992,000 by the 
same date. 





“‘WINTERIZING’ CABINS 


COLUMBIA, S. C.—Congaree Pres- 
bytery has made plans to winterize 
several cabins at its 183-acre Long- 
ridge Camp and Conference Center 
near Ridgeway in order that they can 
be used in cold weather. 


Faith is the referee of life. 
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DIVINE COMMUNICATION 
DISCUSSED IN LECTURES 


DECATUR, Ga. — “The Communi- 
cation of the Christian Faith’ was 
the subject of Dr. Eugene Nida, trans- 
lations secretary of the American Bi- 
ble Society, when he delivered the 
Smyth Lectures at Columbia Semi- 
nary’s Ministers’ Week. 


After discussing the linguistic, his- 
toric and cultural difficulties in any 
process of communication, Dr. Nida 
pointed out that as the Christian mes- 
sage is unique, having to do with the 
divine-human encounter, so the means 
of divine communication are also 
unique: not in the wisdom of men or 
the human experiences of men, but by 
faith in the appropriation of the Word 
of God. 


Dr. Donald G. Miller of Union Sem- 
inary brought inspirational messages 
as preacher of the week. Dr. Wallace 
M. Alston of Agnes Scott College, 
alumni lecturer, discussed representa- 
tive contemporary authors — such as 

S. Eliot, Robert Frost, ete.—from 
the standpoint of the minister. 





RECORD SERVICE STARTS 

ATLANTA, Ga. — Sermons and Pic- 
tures, Inc., cooperating with the Prot- 
estant Radio and Television Center, At- 
lanta, has announced the formation 
of “The Churchmen’s Recorded Li- 
brary.” This new service will feature 
outstanding Protestant clergymen 
whose messages will be made available 
on tape at very low cost. 


The library was formulated to fill 
a need that exists for the busy min- 
ister who can use recorded material 
as a reference in sermon preparation, 
and as an aid for church study groups. 
Additional value lies in the many re- 
quests for taped addresses received 
weekly at the Center from laymen, 
businessmen, hospitals, penal institu- 
tions ete., who indicated this type of 
service would be helpful. Sermons 
and Pictures’ low cost will enable the 
purchase of several addresses on good 
quality tape for less money than raw 
tape would cost locally. 


The material is recorded half track 
or twin tract at 3% ips, enabling two 
complete messages to be placed on each 
reel of tape. Both 600’ and 1200’ 
lengths are used. A “Churchmen’s Re- 
corded Library” catalog is offered, list- 
ing the hundreds of sermons and ad- 
dresses now a part of the library. 
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Pe CHAS CARTWRIGHT 


“Could you say grace during the 
half, Reverend? The game's all 
tied up 7-7.” 











ALBEMARLE PRESBYTERIAL 
HEARS OF COLLEGE PLANS 


GOLDSBORO, N. C. — St. Andrews 
Presbyterian College at Laurinburg, 
N. C., expects an enrollment of be- 
tween 600 and 725 students when it 
opens next September, participants in 
the 62nd annual meeting of Albemarle 
Presbyterial heard here. 


Dr. Ansley Moore, the college presi- 
dent, said construction has started on 
the administration building and that 
contracts will be let soon for six dor- 
mitories. 


Other speakers at the session in- 
cluded: Dr. Mary Boney, professor of 
Bible at Agnes Scott College; Mrs. 
Catherine Latta of New Bern; and Mrs. 
Lacy Godwin, president of North Car- 
olina Synodical. Mrs. Colon W. Mc- 
Lean of First Church, Washington, 
was elected Presbyterial president 
succeeding Mrs. Charles H. Francis 
of New Bern. 


EVERGLADES WOMEN 


MIAMI, Fla. — Women of the 
Church of Everglades Presbytery met 
in St. John’s church here for their 
fall meeting. Speakers included Dr. 
J. Calvin Rose, pastor of the Miami 
Shores church; the Rev. Lane Adams, 
pastor of the Key Biscayne church; 
and Mrs. Walter N. Trulock, Jr., of 
Sherrill, Ark., a member of the As- 
sembly’s General Council. 





MISSISSIPPI PRESBYTERIAL 
MEETS BEFORE DEADLINE 


HAZELHURST, Miss. — Just a 
month before the reorganization of the 
Synod, the Women of the Church, 
Mississippi Presbytery, held their 55th 
annual meeting here on October 27. 
Speakers for this final meeting under 
the old organization included Synodi- 
cal President Mrs. A. P. Miller and 
the Rev. J. Moody McDill. 


DRAMA PRESENTED 


DALLAS, Texas — A highlight of 
Northeast Texas Presbyterial’s annual 
meeting at Highland Park church here 
was presentation of “The Bells,” a 
religious drama staged by the host 
church’s dramatic group. The High- 
land Park women’s chorus also pre- 
sented an afternoon concert. Speakers 
for the meeting included Mrs. Julius 
H. Smith, Synodical president; Dr. Rob- 
ert P. Douglas, pastor of Preston Hol- 
low church; and Miss Edleen Begg of 
Austin. 


“The just shall live by faith.” — 
Galatians 3:11. To live by faith is 
to say “there are no unknowns, for 
God knows and He has it all planned”. 
There is no sounder basis for success- 
ful living. 





WANTED — Christian Young Man 
with training in public education 
and recreation to direct educational- 
recreational program, and Young 
Adult Work for Presbyterian church 
of 700 members. Reply Box 68, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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PASTOR SUCCEEDS ELDER 


CLINTON, S. C. — An Enoree Pres- 
bytery pastor has succeeded an elder 
in his own congregation as Presbytery 
moderator. The Rev. Ben L. Collins, 
pastor of the Woodruff church, was 
elected at Enoree’s fall meeting at 
Presbyterian College, succeeding Harry 
B. Kilgore. The Presbytery adopted 
a record budget of $290,888 for 1961. 





KINGS MOUNTAIN MEETS 


KINGS MOUNTAIN, N. C. — Kings 
Mountain Presbytery held its fall meet- 
ing here and adopted a council rec- 
ommendation that its churches accept 
a goal of $1.50 per member over a 
period of three to five years for the 
Chapel Hill sanctuary project. The 
Presbytery received Harold Moffett of 
the West Avenue church, Gastonia, as 
a candidate for the ministry. The 
Rev. Ernest T. Thompson, Jr., is mod- 
erator-nominee for the Jan. 17 meet- 
ing at Armstrong Memorial church, 
Gastonia. 





HONORS AT DAVIDSON 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Six Davidson 
College seniors have been named to 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa, na- 
tional honorary scholastic fraternity. 
They are: James Burke of Lexing- 
ton, N. C.; Hansford Epes of Lynch- 
burg, Va.; Michael Grant of Blacks- 
burg, Va.; Thomas Hudgins of Green- 
ville, S. C.; Spiro Macris of Wilming- 
ton, N. C.; and Henry Shue of Staun- 
ton, Va. 





LAYMAN—irom p. 11 


and all other offers of God’s redemp- 
tive work in Christ it is an insurmount- 
able obstacle. But to those who with 
humbled minds and hearts say, “Lord 
I believe, help thou mine unbelief,” 
something takes place in the spiritual 
realm that is utterly real. 


We have no authorization to accom- 
modate the Gospel to the human mind. 
Rather it is the human mind which 
must be accommodated by the Holy 
Spirit to the Gospel. When that takes 
place something happens and for the 
person to whom it happens there comes 
the glorious realization that he has 
passed from death to life; from dark- 
ness to light; from the realm of Satan 
to the Kingdom of God. 


He has passed the mind barrier! 


Children’s Bille Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 
10. Man’s Way — God’s Way 
DO YOU KNOW—Whose way is best? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis | 1 : 1-4; Proverbs 3:5-6; 14:12: 
Matthew 6:32. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Man's way or God's 


way >? 


THING TO REMEMBER: God's way is always right. Psalm 
18:30; John 14:6. 





MAN’S WAY 
Genesis | 1: 1-6. 


(Underline the correct answer. ) 


Everyone spoke one language. Yes No 
They said, “Let us make brick.”’ Yes No 
They planned to build a bridge. Yes No 
They wanted to reach Heaven God's way. Yes No 
They wanted to become famous. Yes No 
God knew what the people were doing. Yes No 
The people asked God what to do. Yes No 
MAN’S WAY FAILS 
Genesis | 1 :6-9. 
God confounded (confused) their language. Yes No 
After this, there was only one language. Yes No 
Now the people could understand each other. Yes No 
It is easy to work together when everyone 

speaks a different language. Yes No 
The people were scattered. Yes No 
They finished their building. Yes No 
The city was named Babel (Confusion). Yes No 
GOD’S WAY 
John 14:6; Matthew 6:33. “Seek ye _ __ __ __ __ the 
Kingdom of __ __ __. . It is good for man to want to go 


to Heaven, but he cannot go his own way. Jesus said, “I am 


the __ __ __, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto 


the 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
How many Epistles (letters) did Paul write in the New 


Testament? 


(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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CS Books! 


THE MUST OF THE SECOND 
BIRTH, by Robert G. Lee. Fleming 
H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 127 pp. 
$2.50. 





This collection of six sermons by 


) Robert G. Lee, pastor of the Bellevue 
' Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, 
| demonstrates why he is considered one 
| of the South’s greatest contemporary 


preachers. These messages on basic 
Christian themes are eloquent, learned 
and very readable. The sermon on 
“Preaching the Cross” alone is worth 
the price of the book. The author 





says we must preach the cross because 
today, “The Bible is summoned to ap- 
pear at the bar of human reason — 
as Liberals whack at the supernatural, 
going nowhere so fast they arrive out 
of breath, talking more and more of 
less and less.” 


The sermon on the new birth, from 
which the book receives its title, deals 
| with the nature and necessity of be- 
ing born again, the manner of the 
new birth and what the new birth is 
and is not. He clearly shows that 
the second birth is by the will of God 
through the Word of God by the Holy 
Spirit and avoids the Arminian ap- 
peal to man to be born again. 





inh MIDE 


The other sermons include “Linked 
Lives,” “Wanted: More Funerals,” 
“The Two Thieves,” and “The The- 
ology of the Penitent Thief.” Dr. Lee 

| shows a deep loyalty to the Word of 
} God in all of these sermons and exalts 
| the Divine Redeemer. Here is con- 
| temporary preaching at its finest, dem- 
) onstrating that historic Christianity is 
/ relevant today. 


—/(Rev.) Robert G. Valentine 
Shreveport, La. 





HOW TO TEACH JOHN and HOW 
TO STUDY JOHN, by Joseph M. 
Gettys. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. (Paper) 153 and 80 pp., $1.50. 


| These companion study books by 
Joseph M. Gettys, professor of Bible at 
) Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C., 
are the most recent from the pen of 





this prolific writer and teacher. To 
ithose who have used Dr. Gettys’ books 
jin the past, this will be a welcomed 
announcement. To those who have 
never known his other HOW TO 
TEACH and HOW TO STUDY books 


of the Bible, there is something new 
in store for them. 


The writer gives his aim in present- 
ing these studies, “This guide is for 
people who want to be introduced to 
Christ through the study of the Gos- 
pel of John.” 


The series of studies are an invita- 
tion to learning which will challenge 
them to abundant living in their daily 
lives. Christ is kept at the center of 
the study throughout. The series of 
lessons are divided into twenty six, 
each with a suggested outline for the 
portion of Scripture to be studied, 
and thought-provoking questions cal- 
culated to help the student to a deeper 
understanding into the truths present- 
ed. 


HOW TO TEACH JOHN, the com- 
panion book, is just what the name im- 
plies. Any teacher, no matter how 
inexperienced could, by following the 
excellent suggestions, take this excel- 
lent help as an aid (not as a crutch) 
and discover rich learning both for 
himself and those whom he will teach. 


These helps are timely for those 
who are to teach the International 
Sunday School lessons for the first 
quarter in 1961. 


—Mrs. Vernon Crawford 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


THE CHURCH: ITS ORIGIN AND 
TASK, by Albert E. Barnett. National 
Methodist Student Movement, Nashville, 


Tenn. (Paper) 101 pp. $1.00 The Church 
is here discussed as the essential associa- 
tion of believers for fellowship and service 
under the “law” of love. The book is a 
plea for ecumenical brotherhood. It ap- 
proaches the Bible critically (“Faith” for 
Paul was not “the Faith” of Jude) and it 
interprets Jesus’ life and ministry in a 
manner mostly ethical. Our Lord is viewed 
as having expected the coming of the King- 
dom in a way it did not materialize. Not 
recommended. 


THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST, by 
G. T. Manley. Inter-Varsity Press, Chi- 
cago, Ill. (Paper) 104 pp. A fresh and 
helpful approach to the promise of the 
Second Coming from the generally pre- 
millenial standpoint. However, the author 
finds more symbolism than literalism in 
Biblical references to times and seasons and 
he is not a dispensationalist. A thoroughly 
Biblical study. 





Buy Your Books From 
THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Weaverville, N. C. 


WORLD-WIDE BIBLE READIN : 


Thanksgiving to Christmas 


November 
24 Thanksgiving ................ Psalm 23:1-6 
) SE eee oe nae EO Psalm 46:1-11 
Te a. Ephesians 6:1-24 
27 Advent Sunday ...... Proverbs 8:1-36 
— See Deuteronomy 5:1-21 
SIP ccccetiisccssscnpundaddaceadbbaacian Isaiah 35:1-10 
BOE stiles ccisiasaniniveantidas Isaiah 40:1-31 

December 
DE chithanccheiateainibdadaeis Isaiah 55:1-13 
| LEE ee Jeremiah 31:1-9; 23-34 
py EE ee eee Romans 8:1-39 
ot eRe vee Luke 1:57-80 
an ee ee Matthew 5:1-16 
— ee Matthew 5:17-48 
, | ee ee eer ee Matthew 6:1-34 
ee ee Matthew 7:1-29 
go aeration 2) Mice Matthew 4:12-25 
DO ccctecasiit cotati Isaiah 9:2-7 


Galatians 4:1-7 
11 Universal Bible Sunday 


Mark 12:1-31 

Be Diss nee John 3:1-21 
RP seat Oe ees John 11:1-17 
Bidens John 20:1-31 
TP Sieben cnn Romans 5:1-21 
eA PR ES ASE <2 Isaiah 61:1-11 
OD cssnhianidanatiaiadabiins Luke 7:18-30 
Matthew 11:25-30 
En Isaiah 42:1-13 
,: ee 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
BP visskssisnsiblbeibccoumien 1 Corinthians 15:1-28 
BIR ssicsacbcatacta 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 
ibid 2 Corinthians 4:7—5:10 
RENE RP Philippians 3:7-21 
_ ee ee ee Luke 2:1-20 
26 Christman: .................. John 1:1-18 


—American Bible Society 
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MINISTERS 


J. Harrell Harper, from Jackson, 
Miss., to be Associate Pastor of the 
First Church, Shreveport, La. 

Donald R. Esty, reported here as 
Pastor of the South Highland church 
in Birmingham, is Assocate Pastor. 
Charles Ross, Jr., from Berkley, 


Calif., to 875 Arlington Ave. Oak- 
land, Calif. 


C. Groshon Gunn (H.R.), is serving 
as Temporary Supply of the First 
Church, Waynesboro, Va. 

James F. Anderson is serving the 
First Presbyterian Church of Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla. 

Fred S. McCorkle has been honor- 
ably retired from the pastorate of 
the Poolesville, Md., church. He 
will make his home in Morristown, 
Tenn. 


William P. Anderson, of the Board 
of Christian Education, will become 
pastor of the Forest Hills church, 
Tampa Fla. 





LETTERS 


MORE ABOUT GAMBLING 

In your issue of the 9th I noticed 
the editorial, “What’s Wrong With 
Gambling?” and felt that the illustra- 
tion given was good. However, I also 
recall the answer of Dr. Robert L, 
Dabney, to the effect that a gambler 
is either a thief or a fool, for the es- 
sence of gambling is the attempt to 
get something without giving value re- 
ceived. If a man wins he is a thief, 
for he takes goods or property belong- 
ing to another and if he loses he is a 
fool to give his goods or property 
without getting due value for it. 


—(Rev.) William C. Cumming 
Greenville, S. C. 





POTPURRI 
Thank you for the blessing and in- 
spiration received from your spiritual- 
ly “true to the Word” magazine. 
Especially have the Sunday School 
helps from the late Mr. Kenton Parker 


been helpful. Hope you will continue 
these lesson discussions written by one 
equally as inspiring. 


—Mrs. Robert Harrell 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


We are in the process of arranging 
for Sunday School lesson material 
which we believe will be second to 
none available in value.—Ed. 





I want to tell you how my heart has 
been blessed by the devotional thoughts 
I find on the cover each week... I 
feel that your conservative stand is 
wonderful and that our Church needs 
more of such fundamental teaching. 
I was thrilled upon reading the letter 
from Miami in your Nov. 2 issue. Oh, 
that each Christian had the heart- 
warming experience of bringing some- 
one to know Christ as their own per- 
sonal Saviour! 


—Miss Joan Wells 
Decatur, Ga. 





WANTED 


Contact with anyone desiring po- 
sition as Church D. C. E. Write 
“D.C.E.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Talladega, Ala. 


GIFT IDEA: Let the JOURNAL Do It! 


RATES — $3 a year for 


Use this handy order form to send Christmas gift subscriptions. The 
JOURNAL will do the rest, including sending an attractive card 


to announce your gift. 


Please send The Presbyterian Journal to the 
following, and send gift cards, as indicated. 


I enclose $ for 


Name 


subscriptions. 





Address 


each subscription. $2.50 a 
year each subscription in 
groups of five or more. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 





























Name 





Address 


Order sent by 





Address 











PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL NAMES 
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